
Good day,  
 
Beginning the week of March 29th, the students of the Drawing and Painting 20/30 class will 
begin a new unit that will require them to use interactive virtual reality software over the 
Internet.  We will begin a unit in which we will explore some of the most recognizable and 
important paintings in the history of art.  The interactive virtual world known as Second Life 
will allow students to enter a virtual art gallery in which they are able to view famous 
paintings in 3-dimensions and interact with the artworks.  The aim is that this level of 
interaction will provide opportunities for a greater spatial understanding of the artworks as 
well as an enhanced interest and memory retention of the paintings. 

 
Second Life is a virtual world that is accessible via the 
Internet.  Second Life users create avatars and can 
explore, meet other users, socialize, participate in 
individual and group activities, and create and trade 
virtual property and services with one another, or 
travel throughout the virtual world. 
 
The reason that I send this letter home is that the use 
of Second Life in classrooms could be considered 
controversial by some.  As a tool that enables social 

interaction over Internet, Second Life has received some bad press that may raise questions 
about safety and security.  Many may be concerned about the possibilities of their 
son/daughter observing adult content in the virtual world or interacting with ill-intentioned 
individuals.  I aim to set you at rest that this activity is completely safe and will be fully 
supervised.  It is true that a variety of content that is intended for an adult-only audience 
does exist within Second Life.  However, the virtual art galleries that we will visit as a class 
are completely school appropriate and without any adult content.   
 
At any given time there may be as many as 40-80 thousand users logged into Second Life 
world-wide.  However, that number is spread out over the more than 80 thousand islands 
that have been created in the virtual world.  Users that log into Second Life seeking adult 
content and such socializing activities usually populate parts of Second Life that are quite 
distant from the places we will visit.  In truth, it is highly unlikely that we will even 
encounter other Second Life users unless we have invited people to join us. 
 
Once your son/daughter has been introduced to the technology at school, they may choose 
to use it at home.  There is no content or possibility of interaction in Second Life that does 
not already exist over the use of the Internet.  It is my belief that children and young adults 
should be supervised in their use of Second Life in the exact same way that they should be 
supervised in their use of the Internet. 
 
The following pages include a detailed description of the intended project, as well as a 
consent form to be completed and returned to school.  I encourage you to visit my web-site, 
on which you can view a presentation about this project.  
http://ryanflood.wordpress.com/the-project/ 
 
 
Mr. Ryan Flood 
 
 
 
Visual Arts & E.L.A. Teacher    
Martin Collegiate 
ryan.flood@rbe.sk.ca 
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Drawing and Painting 20/30 
 
Parent/Guardian Consent Form 
 
 
 
 
I, _____________________, the parent/guardian of __________________ 

have read the letter outlining this project and give consent to allow my 

son/daughter to use the virtual world Second Life in order to enhance 

curricular objectives.  I understand that all on-line activity will be supervised 

and guided by Mr. Flood, the teacher of the Drawing and Painting 20/30 

course. 

 

Signature:  _____________________ Dated:  _____________________ 

 

 

 

Student: 

 

I, _____________________, a student of the Drawing and Painting 20/30 

course, acknowledge that there may be content available in the virtual world 

of Second Life that is intended for an adult only audience and is not 

appropriate in an educational setting.  I endorse that I will avoid all such 

content, and will not initiate or respond to any inappropriate communication 

in Second Life. 

 

Signature:  _____________________ Dated:  _____________________ 
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